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Resume: 
I have more than 30 years experience as an environmental and occupational health scientist, primarily as an academic, but 
also as international civil servant and independent consultant.  I was a university senior lecturer and later professor  at the 
University of Auckland for 15 years, served 8 years as epidemiologist at the World Health Organization (WHO, Geneva) 
followed by 4 years as Director of Global and Integrated Environmental Health in the same office.  Since 2002 I have 
worked partly in Australia (for the Australian national University) and partly in Sweden (for the National Institute of Public 
Health), in addition to consultancy projects for government agencies in Australia, New Zealand, Sweden and WHO.  My 
research work has produced more than 300 published reports, and I have been keynote speaker at numerous national and 
international conferences.  My research, teaching and consultancy work has covered health issues such as: lead, cadmium 
and mercury poisoning; asbestos cancer; air pollution; traffic accidents; road transport; urbanisation; globalisation; 
sustainability; health indicators; and climate change.  The current work focuses on climate change, road transport and 
urbanisation. 
 
Present positions:  
2004 -   Visiting Fellow, Professor, National Centre for Epidemiology and Population Health, Australian National 

University (ANU), Canberra, ACT 0200, Australia (part-time) 
2002 -  Honorary Fellow, Department of  Public Health, Wellington School of Medicine, New Zealand 
2001 -   Director, Health and Environment International Trust, Mapua, Nelson, New Zealand (consultancy) 
 
Previous positions: 
1966 - 1975 University research and teaching junior positions in Sweden; project work in Peru and Japan  
1976 - 1985 Senior Lecturer, Department of Community Health, University of Auckland, New Zealand 
1985 - 1994 Medical Officer/Epidemiologist, Division of Environmental Health, World Health Organization (WHO), 

Geneva, Switzerland  
1991 -1992 Professor of Occupational Health, University of Sydney, and Executive Director of Research, Worksafe 

Australia, National Institute of Occupational Health and Safety, Sydney, Australia.  
1994 - 1997 Director, Office of Global and Integrated Environmental Health, WHO, Geneva   
1998 – 2002 Professor of Environmental Health, and Director, New Zealand Environmental and Occupational Health 

Research Centre, Division of Community Health, The University of Auckland,  New Zealand 
2001 – 2007   Member of the Board of Directors, Accident Compensation Corporation, Wellington, New Zealand 
2002 - 2003 Professor, National Centre for Epidemiology and Population Health, ANU, Canberra, Australia  
2002 - 2006 Visiting Professor, National Institute of Public Health, Stockholm, Sweden (part-time) 
 
Scholastic and university record: 
1966 Bachelor of Medicine, Karolinska Institute, Stockholm, Sweden 
1967 Master of Mechanical Engineering (MME), Royal Institute of Technology, Stockholm, Sweden 
1977 Doctor of the Science of Medicine (Med Dr), Karolinska Institute, Stockholm, Sweden  
 
Language skills: 
Fluent in English and Swedish, and reasonably fluent in spoken Japanese, French, Spanish and German.   
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Research and teaching experience: 
Since 1969 I have been a researcher and academic teacher, primarily in the environmental and occupational epidemiology 
fields. For two years I analyzed hospital care utilisation, but I moved and started studies on cadmium.  This covered many 
aspects of cadmium toxicology and epidemiology, and became the topic of my PhD thesis.   After moving to New Zealand 
in 1975, I carried out epidemiological studies of the effects of cadmium, lead, methyl-mercury, asbestos cancer and 
children's traffic accidents.  I was appointed to the environmental epidemiologist position at WHO in 1985 and carried out 
scientific review work as well as training and research promotion.  After returning from WHO in 1998, I continued research 
on health effects of air pollution, climate change, road transport and globalisation as well as the health links to sustainable 
development.  I was (and am) principal investigator in teams that received substantial grants for these studies from sources 
in Sweden, USA, UK, New Zealand and Australia, including the Health Research Council of New Zealand, the US 
Environmental Protection Agency, the Swedish International Development Agency, the Australian National Health and 
Medical Research Council and the Wellcome Trust.  
 
My teaching activities started in 1971 running courses in environmental health for nurse and medical students in Stockholm. 
 Later I taught postgraduate nursing students in Stockholm, nurse students in Auckland and medical students in Auckland, 
Canberra and Wellington.  At WHO I was responsible for setting up a major program in environmental health and 
epidemiology teacher training in developing countries and eastern Europe, and I was co-author on several new teaching texts 
used in these programs.  My scientific work has produced 300+ publications. These include monographs and journal 
publications on different topics (e.g.: lead, cadmium, and mercury poisoning, children’s traffic accidents, asbestos diseases, 
air pollution and health, climate change, road transport, sustainability, urbanisation, environmental  and occupational health 
policy, and global public health).  
 
During the most recent years as a part-time staff member at the Australian National University (ANU) and the Swedish 
National Institute of Public Health (FHI), I have been co-principal investigator in four major research programs (“Capacity-
building in Environmental Health”, ANU; “Training program on Atmospheric Environment and Health”, ANU;   “Health 
transition study in Thailand”, ANU; “Health effects of air pollution in New Zealand”).  I have also been involved in research 
on “Globalisation and public health” (Swedish funded) and “Road Transport and Public Health” (Swedish funded).  Some 
of the work has involved high level consultancy with strict deadlines and tight budgets. My work with developing countries, 
apart from the work for WHO, has involved serving as an expert liaison officer for occupational health statistics and 
database development in two programs funded by the Swedish International Development Agency (Sida), one in Central 
America and one in Southern Africa.  In 2008 my main research areas are health impacts of climate change, road transport 
and urbanisation. 
 
Other relevant information: 
In New Zealand I have been involved in health research management and information services through membership of 
research review committees and advisory roles for the university.  The Environmental and Occupational Health Research 
Centre had national research coordination responsibilities and I was involved in organizing research planning and review 
meetings.  I have done similar work in Australia.  I have also been a member of several governmental committees in New 
Zealand dealing with environmental or occupational health hazards and standards, including six years as member of the 
Board of the NZ Accident Compensation Corporation (ACC), with a particular interest in injury prevention and research.  
 
During my period at WHO (1985 - 1997) I developed the WHO Environmental Epidemiology Network with more than 
2000 members world-wide. The Network facilitated co-operative research projects by identifying researchers in different 
countries with similar interests and by providing information on funding sources and ongoing research activities. At WHO I 
also participated in the preparation of the Global Strategy on Health and Environment (1993) and I was convenor of the 
Working Group on Health Status and Determinants for the renewed Health for All policy (1996-97).  I was a member for a 
number of years of the WHO Task force on epidemiology, the WHO Task force on sustainable development, and the WHO 
Committee on Collaboration with Commercial Enterprises. Since 2005 I have been a member (and Chair) of the Knowledge 
Network on Urban Settings for the WHO Commission on Social Determinants of Health and the WHO Kobe Centre. 


